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COLLECTION OVERVIEW 


Call Number 
Repository 
Location 
Title 

Date Range 
Extent 
Creator 
Language(s) 


Abstract 


SPC.0003 

Worcester State University Archives (Worcester, MA) 
Learning Resource Center, L-328A 

Malcolm Gordon Cartoon Collection 

1939-2012, bulk 1970-1985 

5 linear feet (7 boxes, 1 oversize folder) 

Malcolm Gordon (1929-2011) 

English; some materials in French 

Cartoons, books, periodicals, clippings, correspondence, 
photocopies, biographical information, and articles 


reflecting the professional work of Worcester, 
Massachusetts cartoonist Malcolm Gordon. 


ACCESS AND USE INFORMATION 


Physical access 


Copyright and 
ownership 


Citation 
format 


Materials are available for use only in the Archives Reading 
Room. Users must handle materials carefully with clean 
hands. 


Researchers are responsible to obtain appropriate 
permissions before republishing materials under copyright. 


Malcolm Gordon Cartoon Collection. Worcester State 
University Archives and Special Collections 


ACQUISITION AND PROCESSING INFORMATION 


Accession 


Acc.2016.0028 


Number 
Provenance 


Processing 
information 


Biographical 
and historical 
information 


Materials were acquired in 2016 by WSU Archives and 
Special Collections through a donation by the creator’s 
son, Alan Gordon. Accruals were received in 2018. 


Inventory completed by Alyssa Niford, archives student 
worker, and processed by Ross Griffiths, Archivist. 
Materials were removed from plastic sleeves, frames, and 
core panels. Cartoons were assigned numbers based on 
the order in which they were arranged in the collection as 
received, and items were marked lightly with pencil on 
reverse upper right corner. Correspondence was arranged 
alphabetically and then chronologically and separated into 
“business” and “personal” series. Mold-damaged 
periodical pages were photocopied and damaged originals 
discarded. Items showing water damage or inactive mold 
were cleaned and separated into Box 8. Post-it notes 
marking locations of published cartoons in periodicals 
were removed and replaced with acid-free bookmarks. All 
materials were rehoused in acid-free containers. 


Born in Worcester, Massachusetts in 1929, Malcolm 
Gordon began his career as a cartoonist while serving in 
the Korean War. Later, he attended the Vesper George Art 
Institute in Boston and worked in New York City as a 
professional freelance cartoonist. After returning to live in 
Worcester, he published several thousand magazine 
cartoons in regional and national periodicals most 
frequently in the dental publication, CAL. 

Gordon was a founding member of the National 
Cartoonist’s Guild and active in the cartoon industry 
publication Toon-in. He exhibited his work in the 
International Pavilion of Humor Exhibit in Montreal, as well 
as other national and international venues. The bulk of the 
materials in this collection were assembled in 2012 fora 
retrospective exhibit of his work featured at the Worcester 
(Massachusetts) Public Library. 


SCOPE AND CONTENT 


The Malcom Gordon Collection reflects the activities and 
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ARRANGEMENT 


Series I. 


Series Il. 


Series Ill. 


Series IV. 


artistic works of a professional freelance cartoonist from 
the late 1960s to the mid 1980s. Materials include 
photocopies of published artworks, correspondence 
(copies and originals) from publishers, selected personal 
correspondence, reference materials, and cartoon 
exhibition catalogs. The collection is arranged in four 
series. More detailed information about cartoons present 
in the collection may be found in the appendix. 


Biographical and Related Materials, 1953-2012, n.d. 

Contains published biographical information, exhibit texts 
from the 2012 Worcester Public Library exhibit, and a jury 
form from the 1982 Annual Salon of Cartoons in Montreal. 


Books and Periodicals, 1939-1986, n.d. 

Contains published exhibition catalogs and descriptions, 
professional and popular periodicals, and anthologies of 
cartoons. Most periodicals contain bookmarks identifying 
pages where Gordon’s cartoons appear. Some items 
appear to be reference materials Gordon collected for 
professional use. Included is one item written by Gordon. 


Cartoons and Related Materials, n.d. 

Contains photocopies of Gordon’s published works as well 
as clippings from periodicals. Materials are housed in 
folders and arranged roughly as found and numbered by 
archivist. Most copies were produced as part of the 2012 
Gordon retrospective at the Worcester Public Library. 
Several duplicate items are found throughout the 
collection. Included is a plate used for commercial 
publishing. A more descriptive list of cartoons can be 
found in Appendix 1. 


Correspondence, 1953-1983, n.d. 

Contains professional and personal correspondence. Most 
items are photocopies several are originals. Most are 
letters from commercial publishers purchasing Gordon’s 
work detailing publication dates and payment. Included is 
a 1953 letter referencing Gordon’s early work while in the 
military, as well as an original signed letter of appreciation 
from comedian, Joan Rivers. 


ACCESS POINTS 
People 
Places 


Subject terms 


Malcolm Gordon (1929-2011) 
Worcester (Mass) 
Cartoonists—Exhibitions 


Cartoonists—United States—Biography 
Periodicals—United States 


RELATED MATERIALS 


Researchers interested in these materials may wish to 
consult materials in the library’s general print and 
electronic collections under the subject headings listed 
above. 


DESCRIPTIVE INVENTORY 


Series |. Biographical and related , 1953-2012, n.d. 


Box/fldr 
7.20 

OS Fdr 1 
7.20 

6 

7.24 
7.19 


Title 

Article: biography 

Cartoon Auction listing 

Clipping 

Event: 19™ Annual Salon of Cartoons 
Event: Auction/Exhibit 

Exhibit: Worcester Public Library 


Series Il. Books and Periodicals, 1939-1986, n.d. 


Box/fldr 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 6 
Box 5 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 


Title Vol/isu 
Accent on Living 26-4 
Accent on Living 27-1 
Accent on Living 27-3 
Accent on Living 27-4 
Accent on Living 28-2 
Accent on Living 28-4 
Accent on Living 31-1 
American Trucker 3-12 
An Anthology of Dental Humor, Epstein 

Bus World 4-3 
Cal 37-7 
Cal 38-7 
Cal 39-6 


Date 
2012 

n.d. 
1953 
1982 
1968 
2012 


Year 
1982 
1982 
1983 
1983 
1983 
1984 
1986 
1982 
1966 
1982 
1974 
1975 
1975 


Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 2 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 3 
Box 6 
Box 6 
Box 5 
1.3 

1.11 


Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
Cal 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 
The California Highway Patrolman 


A Cartoon History of Our Times, Low 
The Cartoons of Cobean, Steinberg (ed) 


Case and Comment 


Eight International Salon of Cartoons 
Eighteenth International Salon of Cartoons 
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N/A 
40-8 
40-11 
42-1 
42-7 
42-10 
42-7 
42-9 
43-7 
43-11 
44-7 
44-8 
45-7 
45-7 
45-8 
45-8 
45-11 
45-11 
46-1 
46-11 
47-3 
47-9 
48-7 
46-4 
46-5 
46-6 
46-7 
46-9 
46-10 
46-12 
47-1 
47-2 
47-4 
47-6 
47-10 
48-1 
48-2 
48-3 


72-6 


1976 
1977 
1977 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1979 
1979 
1980 
1980 
1981 
1981 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1983 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1983 
1983 
1983 
1983 
1983 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1939 
1952 
1967 
1971 
1981 


1.6 
8.1 
8.1 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 4 
Box 5 
Box 5 
Box 6 
Box 6 
Box 6 
Box 6 
Box 6 
Box 6 
Box 6 
8.4 
Box 5 
1.4 
1.12 
Box 6 
7.24 
Box 5 
1.2 


Eleventh International Salon of Cartoons 
Fifth International Salon of Cartoons 
Fourteenth International Salon of Cartoons 


Golf Digest 

Golf Digest 

Ground Water Age 
Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hobbies 

Hogarth 

Home Garden 

The International Salon: 
The International Salon: 
The International Salon: 
The International Salon: 
The International Salon: 
The International Salon: 
The International Salon: 


Modular Preparation for Teaching Reading, Sartain (ed) 


NEA 


Cartoonist of the year 
Cartoonist of the year 
Cartoonist of the year 
Cartoonist of the year 
Cartoonist of the year 
Cartoonist of the year 
Cartoonist of the year 


Ninth International Salon of Cartoons 
Nineteenth International Salon of Cartoons 
No Fooling, My Wife Belongs to ORT, Gordon 


Progressive Grocer 
The Rotarian 


Seventh International Salon of Cartoons 
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22-4 
25-10 
15-9 
86-2 
86-3 
86-5 
86-6 
86-7 
86-8 
86-9 
86-11 
86-12 
87-1 
87-2 
87-4 
87-7 
87-9 
88-2 
88-3 
88-5 
89-1 
89-2 
89-3 
N/A 
55-10 


54-7 


107-2 


1974 
1968 
1977 
1971 
1974 
1981 


1975 
1968 
1973 
1974 
1976 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1971 
1965 
1972 
1982 
1969 
1972 
1965 
1970 


1.10 Seventeenth International Salon of Cartoons 1980 


1.1 Sixth International Salon of Cartoons 1969 
Lg Sixteenth International Salon of Cartoons 1979 
Box 5 The Stamp Wholesaler 42-11 1977 
Box 5 The Stamp Wholesaler 42-18 1978 
1.5 Tenth International Salon of Cartoons 1973 
8.2 Tenth International Salon of Cartoons: Gag and Strip Cat. 1973 
1.8 Thirteenth International Salon of Cartoons 1976 
Box 5 Today’s Health 46-4 1968 
1.7 Twelfth International Salon Of Cartoons 1975 
1.13 Twentieth International Salon of Cartoons 1983 
Box 5 Woman’s World 3-3 1982 
Box 5 Writers Digest 54-8 1974 


Series Ill. Cartoons and related, n.d. 


Box/fldr Title 

7.1 Cartoons 1-19 

7.2 Cartoon 20 

7.3 Cartoons 21-29 

7.4 Cartoons 30-39 

75 Cartoons 40-49 

7.6 Cartoons 50-55 

7.7 Cartoons 56-76 

7.8 Cartoons 77-85 

7.9 Cartoon 86 

7.10 Cartoons 89-99 
7.11 Cartoons 100-109 
7.12 Cartoons 110-119 
7.13 Cartoons 120-129 
7.14 Cartoons 130-139 
OS Fdr 1 Cartoon 140 

7.21 Cartoons: copies, n.d. 
7.22 Cartoons: originals, n.d. 
7.18 Printing Plate, 1962 
Box 6 Scrap book 1, n.d. 
Box 6 Scrap book 2, n.d. 


Series V., Correspondence, 1953-1983 
box/fldr Title 
7.15 Correspondence: Business, A-Z, 1953-1982 
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7.17 
7.16 


APPENDIX 
Malcolm Gordon Cartoon Collection Illustrations 


No. 


WO ON DMN KRWN BP 


WWWWWNHNNNNNNNNNRPPRPPBRP RPP BBB 
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Correspondence: envelopes, 1976, n.d. 
Correspondence: Personal, A-Z, 1965-1983 


Title 
"Three hours ago..." 
"Arco Plumbing..." 
"I'm finally going..." 
Tennis, Highchair 

"| can't inspect" 
Highway Patrolman 


"He's my designated..." 


"| guess it's..." 
"Everything is in... 
electric blender 
"Shoplifting" 

"| have a..." 
Writers Digest 
"Drinking..." 
Laundry 
"Where are we" 
"It must be..." 
OK 

Truck Tree 


W 


"The film isnt bad..." 


The Farmer 
"| think | pulled..." 
"Hi- Im back again" 


"You havent recived..." 


"He thinks he's..." 


"| cant remember..." 


Sheep, Pig, Chicken 
"As soon as they..." 
School Rug 


"| started smoking..." 


"Everything is in..." 
The Light Side 

"Lets ask it what..." 
"You mean none..." 


Dimensions 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
10x12 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
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Notes 


Multiple Cartoons 


Flyer 
Article 
Flyer 


Duplicate of 9 


35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 


"| cant remember my..." 


"Where are we" 

"If that’s for me..." 
"| was stepped.." 
School Rug 

"There's a good..." 
Barber shop 

"| havea..." 

"Study and Practice..." 
"| before E..." 

"The film isn’t bad..." 
Laundry 

"It’s a baseball..." 
"And mother, please...’ 
Ace Plumbing Co 
"The Doctors in..." 

"| guess its..." 

"Will he take..." 
"It’s a small..." 
"Visit our clock.." 
"Are you in" 

"This letter of..." 

Reb Yankel 
Lazer art Exhibit 

"The doctor says..." 
"Give these to..." 
"Hey man...' 
"This is B Smedley...’ 
"Brush after meals..." 
"Swell fellow your..." 
Dental Convention 


"And remember when... 


"...My uncle from..." 
But we aint... 

"All this for me..." 
"She really a lot..." 
"Morning Doctor..." 
"For thoes going..." 
Car parade 

"| hate to be..." 
Mouth trap 

"| don’t know..." 
"He thinks he's..." 


8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8X10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
Clipping 
8x10 
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Duplicate of 16 


Duplicate of 29 


Article 
Duplicate of 12 


Cover Art 

Article, Duplicate of 20 
Duplicate of 15 

Copy of a clipping 


Copy of a clipping 
Article 


Article 


Duplicate of 25 


78 "Before | came..." 8x10 


79 Milchieg Fleishig 8x10 
80 "What did we ever..." 8x10 
81 "Noim calling..." 8x10 
82 "Your sonis..." 8x10 Article 
83 "Tell himim..." 8x10 
84 "Hang ona second..." 8x10 Article 
85 "Mom says hes..." 8x10 Multiple Cartoons 
86 "The bad news..." 8x10 
87 "You dropped your..." 8x10 Multiple Cartoons 
88 "Whos faster..." 8x10 Multiple Cartoons 
89 "Hes only been..." 8x10 
90 Truck Tree 8x10 Letter, Duplicate of 19 
91 Truck Tree 8x10 Duplicate of 19 
92 "He must be great..." 8x10 
93 "Drinking..." 8x10 Duplicate of 14 
94 "Im finally going to..." 8x10 
95 "To our Cranberry..." 8x10 
96 "Arnold, our son..." 8x10 
97 "Attennnn-SHUUN!" 8x10 
98 "Thanks a lot..." 8x10 
99 "Your beginning to..." 8x10 
100 "Noit wasn’t my..." 8x10 
101 "Instead of a raise..." 8x10 
102 "Does that mean us?" 8x10 
103 Free Kittens 8x10 
104 "Remember how we..." 8x10 
105 "He just loves..." 8x10 
106 "With you, I..." 8X10 
107 Birds 8x10 
108 "ladore his..." 8x10 
109 Bird fish 8x10 
110 "Wouldn’t you know..." 8x10 
111 "Youu've got it..." 8x10 
112 "Which reminds me..." 8x10 
113 "It's when I make..." 8x10 
114 "You must be.." 8x10 
115 "Ilet her stay..." 8x10 
116 "Your father and |..." 8x10 
117. INOUT 8x10 
118 "The teacher said..." 8x10 
119 When did you..." 8x10 
120 Bookworm 8x10 
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121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 


137 


138 
139 
140 
141 
142 


143 


144 


145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 


"Hes freelances!" 

"Im naming this one..." 
"Has anyone ever told...’ 
The Farmer 
"...The night our... 
"Bet you my..." 
Mal Gordon 
electric blender 
"You think you've... 
"| like the generic... 
"You think you've... 
"She just recently... 
Truck Tree 

"We don’t have a... 
“Tunderstand...” 
“Christmas Church Summer” 
“And you can’t go 
crawling...” 
“What’s your nephew’s...” 
“Either shape up or...” 
“What’s he trying to do...” 
“Sorry, father...”, (orig.) 
“Simon says...” (orig.) 
“Didn’t get the contract...:” 
(orig) 
“Chatter of tiny teeth...,” 
(orig.) 

“| have a task...” 
“What did we do...” 
“Plug nickel...” 
“Born free...” 
“none came out...” 
“Don’t have a jack... 
“Shoplifting” 
“Playmate...” 

Birds hatch 

“Chirp, belch...” 
“Stamp collection.. 
“ ‘Help’ “ 

“School rug” 

“dry out...” 


W 


” 


n” 


8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 
8x10 


8x10 


8x10 
8x10 
11x14 
8.5X 11 
8.5X 11 


8.5X11 


8.5X11 


8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
8.5X11 
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Duplicate of 21 
Clipping mounted 


Multiple Cartoons 
Duplicate of 10 
Duplicate of 129 


Article, Duplicate of 19 
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